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BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: December 30, 2001. 


The time is now 1233 hours. This is Battalion 


Chief Malkin of the Safety Battalion. I'm 


conducting an interview today with Firefighter 
sixth grade James Curran of Ladder Company 8. We 


are in the quarters of Ladder Company 8. There is 


nobody else in the room. This interview is in 
regards to the events of September 11, 2001. What 


follows is the interview with Fireman Curran. 


QO. Take it away. 


A. Okay, a guy called the fire house about 8 


o'clock and asked me, it's not an emergency but I have 
been smelling gas in the area of my house. He lived on 


313 Church Street. He asked if we would follow up on 


it, so I told him to call the non-emergency number for 


the Fire Department. They will decide if they want us 


to go check it out or not. So we did. At 8:30, we got 


toned out for odor of gas on the corner of Church and 


Lispenard. 


Us, Engine 7 and Ladder 1, we all responded 


with the First Battalion. We were there for 5, 15, 16 


minutes. We had found out what grate the leak was 


coming from and our Chief Pfiefer was bent over with 


the gas meter. We heard the plane, we looked up. It 
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was low enough that it rattled the buildings we were 


standing at. We saw it come out from behind the 
buildings and hit tower one and like I said, a 


fireball, looked like 10 or 20 stories big, shot out 


the south side of the tower and then out the hole that 


the plane made going in. 
We all jumped in the rig, geared up, drove 
down. We had a straight shot. All the cars were 


pulled off to the side and people were looking at the 


building. We went down, I believe we went down 


Lispenard to the West Side Highway. Made a U turn and 


we couldn't pull in any closer. We tried to get into 


the taxi indent, but there were people on the ground 


burnt on the West Side Highway to where you would have 


had to run them over to get any closer. So we got out 


of the rig, went in the lobby. Engine 7 pulled up 


right behind us and Ladder 1 was behind them I 
believe. 

We went in through the revolving doors. 
There was a mini lobby. There was like brown haze, 
smoke in the lobby. A lot of the marble slabs were 


falling off the wall, cracked. There were two people 


in like the little section of this lobby. One guy was 


burnt pretty much to a crisp and his jacket was the 


only 


then 


alive but she was screaming t 


J. CURRAN 


thing left on him. 


there was a lady off to 


Put 


the right o 


that out with a can and 


fF us that was 


hat she coul 


ldn't breathe. 


So I hit her with the can and cooled her down. 


Q. 
A. 


what not, 


the lobby and 


Where did thes 


I don't know i 


but they were 


they were 


I said she was still smo 


other guy was dead and s 


couldn't breathe. 


her, 


were kind of blown ou 


degree angles, 


we went through 


king when we got 


Cranceway. 


t in there. 


re in the elevator or 


two people I saw in 


Like 


people come from? 
f they we 
the only 
right in the en 


The 


he was just screaming that she 


After I used I guess about a half a can on 


the 


in the lobby. 


Q. 


A. 


way down the eleva 


Where did that 


I think 


lobby. 


t at probably 70 degree angles, 


and there is all rubble and spot 


come from? 


All the elevator banks 


60 


fires 


they said that the fuel went all the 


tor shaft and when it finally hit 


rock bottom it blew out all the elevators. 

QO. Is that it? 

A. That's what I have been hearing. I don't 
know. I don't think anybody really knows. It was 


pretty much rubble in the whole ] 


lobby walking through. 
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We got back to the escalators and the police had people 


running down 


both escalators trying to keep them calm. 


We finally got them to channel them all down one so we 


could get up. 


We went up there, looked towards the 


courtyard and all the windows were stained, people 


hitting the courtyard I guess. 


We 


between th 


went around the inside ledge that was 


levator shaft, the corner of the building 


and the escalators. This stuff was still dropping and 


breaking the 


again trying 


windows. We walked all the way around 


to find a working elevator. There was 


finally one right near the command post, by the silver 


desk in the northwest corner of the mezzanine level. 


It was working. Lieutenant Halloran made the call, he 


was like no, 
case we will 
20 truck and 
16th floor. 
We 


first one we 


we aren't taking the elevator. In this 


walk. I believe that's the elevator that 


squad 1 wound up catching and went to the 


rested on I think the 19th floor was the 


rested on and we were just walking up. 


People were coming down. 


Q. You had orders to go up, was there a Chief 


there or you 


A. No, 


just start decided to start going up? 


at that point First Battalion I think was 
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the only Chief there. So he was kind of overloaded so 
Lieutenant Halloran made the call. let's just get up 
there, we got to go up and get people down and out. 


QO. Right. 

A. So we started up. I think we were on the 
third or fourth floor when the first person we saw had 
both of her arms burnt. She was coming down. I don't 


know what floor she had come down from, but we were 


going up. It was us, Engine 7 was with us because 


their Captain had a roll up. We were all kind of just 


working together. That's why we only made it to the 


30th floor because we were going slow instead of 
killing them. We had 90 floors to go. 


So we were walking up. I think some guys 


from 33 Engine were with us. When we rested on the 


19th floor, a guy from my class from 9 truck jumped 


in. He was with us. So like 28 Engine is right behind 


us actually going up. I didn't see any of them until 


we were going down. We went up, we rested on like the 


19th floor. There were people on that floor getting 


out, going down the stairs. We made sure all of them, 


they had an open spot to file into. We rested probably 


10 minutes there. We made another push and then we 


stopped on the 23 floor because there were peopl 
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there. That was the first time that we had a break for 
water. They gave us water out of their offices. 


That's again when I ran into John Tierney from Ladder 
9. I realized he was with us. 


After the 23, actually we were sitting on the 


23, when I don't know -- it wasn't the tower going 
down, but the building shook and vibrated. I was 
sitting right next to the first elevator shaft, just my 
sleeve was in front of me. There was a breeze strong 
enough coming out, it ruffled my shirt and we all just 
dove into the stairway. Probably I dove about 5 guys 
just stacked 5, 6 guys out. Then it subsided. At this 


point the air conditioner was still working. 


Everything in the building was still functioning fine. 


We just didn't know what it was. 

We went back out, got our bunker coats on, 
went up again. It was real slow going up because there 
were people coming down and with your equipment, trying 
to squeeze by them and at the 30 floor we stopped 


again. We had to make another push. We had thrown 


gear down. We had our masks on the floor. The only 
thing I kept my gloves and my helmet in my hand at all 


times. I called my mother from the 30 floor. I was 


talking to her on the news when she freaked. She 
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watched tower two come down while we were on the 30 
floor. I was on the phone with her. I told her I will 
call you back. I got to go. She didn't know if we 
were going up or down at this point. 

I don't know what Chief it was. I didn't see 


him before it and I didn't see him after, but he is the 


one that made the call, all FD get out now. We are 
going down staircase B. 

QO. He was with you? 

A. He popped out of nowhere. He wasn't with us 
going up, but he came out of nowhere, he had bull horn 
and he is saying everyone off the phones, all FD, we 
are leaving now. 

Q. No reason, he didn't give you a reason. He 
just get out? 


A. Yes, actually said get the F out. I don't 


want to use profanity. He stressed we are leaving, we 
are leaving now. Let's go. There was probably 60 of 
us on that floor. What companies I don't know. 
Because I think there were all different floors 


congregated on the 30th. We were all walking over to 


where our equipment was, our masks, all that. He said 


you don't have time, leav verything, let's go. 


We started going down and on the way down, 
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there weren't many civilians. There was the one heavy 


set lady that I know Ladder 6 wound up getting out. We 


had her at first, big -- we took her probably about 10 


floors. She had to rest so 33 Engine, I believe it 


was, 33 -- I'm not sure, they said oh, we got her now. 


So they were taking her. Then I guess 6 truck wound up 


getting her in the end. 


But we went down and there weren't ther 
weren't really any -- the last civilians that we saw 
that were around we let go in front of us. Going down 
I know 28 Engine was with us. 33 Engine had a few guys 
with us. John Tierney from Ladder 9 was the guy behind 
me on the stairs. 7 and 1 we were with still. Guys in 
my company remember seeing some guys from 20 truck. We 


saw guys from Rescue 1 branching off on to a floor when 


we were going down. 


Q. What stairway were you in, do you remember? 
A. B. 

QO. B stair? 

A. Yes, to the ninth floor. At the ninth floor, 


an engineer told us we are going to switch staircases. 


Because at that point that was the staircase everyone 


had found blocked when they got to the bottom. At that 


point we switched to staircase A. That led us down to 
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the west side of the tower on the ground, ground level, 


I don't know if it has a name. We were all in the 


lobby. There was -- I don't know, the whole lobby from 
where the stairs were to where they had whoever was in 
charge down there. It was probably, I don't know how 
many firemen. Probably 10 or 11 companies 
(inaudible). They were all standing around I guess 
waiting for an order. That's Danny Murphy made the 
call. He was like tower two went down, what's holding 
this one up. I think we should leave. It was almost 
like that's the call everyone was waiting on. I can't 
remember who said it but someone said get out. 

Q. Who is Danny Murphy, who is that? 

A. He is one of the senior guys, he was working 
with us that day. As soon as he said that, all the 


heads turned and they started filing out. I don't know 


how many companies got out before us but we finally 
broke into the line. We started going out. I was the 
second to last guy from my company and then Sal was 


behind me, Sal Butera and Lieutenant Halloran. 


We started filing out and following the line 
of the building. I got just to underneath the north 
walkway. A guy started screaming to run. When I got 


underneath the north bridge I looked back and you heard 
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it, I heard like every floor went chu-chu-chu. Looked 
back and from the pressur verything was getting blown 


out of the floors before it actually collapsed. I ran 
north up the West Side Highway. Sal ran west somewhere 


and got blown off, got burnt on the back of his back 


and went to the hospital, but I ran north. Everyone in 
front of me was a ways in front of me. I didn't see 


anyone behind me. 


The Captain from Engine 7 and me came out the 


cloud just about the same time. We went over, washed 


our faces off at a hydrant and I went back down, once I 


teamed up with the rest of my company. Me and Danny 


Murphy went down to look for Lieutenant Halloran and 
all the other guys were going down looking for their 
people. 


Like I said, I don't know what it was when 


the building shook when we were on the 23. Everyone 
seemed to think it was the tower going down, but I 


don't think so. When we were on the 30th is when I was 


on the phone with my mother and she watched it on the 


live on the news collapse while we were in the 30th. 
Q. How long did it take you to get from the 23 
to the 30? 


A. Not long, probably another 15. 
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QO. So the first shaking couldn't have been the 


plane hitting tower two? 


A. No, we were on the 16 floor when it was 


confirmed that another plane hit tower two. At that 


point, someone that was supposedly Secret Service, 


which disappeared, we never knew where he went, he said 


there was a third incoming flight. That was -- 


Q. He was telling everybody that. 


A. At that point, I didn't know if -- we looked 


at each other and like well 


down. At that point it's 


l, do we go up, do we go 


hit our tower it's going to 


going up. Turned out to be 


couldn't find the guy after 


like well, if it's going to 


hit our tower, let's keep 


a false report but we 


he said that. 


QO. (inaudible)? 

A. Vanished. I don't know where he went. 

QO. Who was the Lieutenant from 8 truck? 

A. Lieutenant Halloran. 

Q. Was he on duty that day or was he 
volunteering? 

A. Yes, no, on night tour, the only reason we 


were even all there was ou 


at 0900 for company medical 


company was out of service 


ls. So we had to ride till 


9. He was on the night tour. I was the only one that 
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wasn't on my normal schedule. I was working for a guy 
who was working -- 
Q. Where was he, was he with you when you were 


climbing the stairs, were you guys all together? 


A. We got split up at one point. But we all met 


up 6 floors later because him and Kevin Dinkins wound 


up going up straight to the 30th and when we stopped 


with the Captain from Engine 7. Maybe another 15 


minutes we were all linked up again on the 30th floor. 


Actually me and him, we had gone up to the 31 and 


forced the door. As soon as you took it you smelled 


jet fuel right away so we shut the door. 


We said all right, we will go back down to 


30th where the rest of the guys are. There wer 


probably 6 of us that went up there. When we went down 


that's when I decided to make a phone call because my 


mother works at the Bank of New York building. I was 


just calling to make sure she was all right and tell 


her to leave, which she was, but she was at home. She 
didn't make it in. That's when tower two went down. I 
was on the phone with her. 

QO. Where did this Lieutenant go, when was the 
last time you saw him? 


A. When we were in the lobby, we all collected 
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right near the command post, but then after Danny said 


what he said about we should get out, we had already 


started making our way over, but all 6 of us were at 


that pillar of painted glass that we wound up walking 


out. 


Like I said, the only thing I can think of is 


ither once he got us out he we 


tell the Chief for accountabili 


guys are out, I'm leaving or he 


nt back, maybe just to 
ty. 8 trucks out. My 


might have walked out 


right behind us and something hit him. He walked back 


in. 


Q. You guys were exiting 


tower and that's about the last 


the lobby of the north 


time you saw him -- 


her he went back in? 


A. Yes. 
QO. You are not sure whet 
A. As soon as we started 


filing out, was the 


only time we got separated th 


But it was just one of those th 
short time from when we were fi 
heard run, that, you know, mayb 


to the north bridge to where st 


and collect again, but we didn' 
to do that. We were just going 


when the guy started screaming 


whole time down there. 
ings. It was such a 
ling out to when we 

e we would have gotten 


uff would have hit us 


t even have the chance 


underneath the bridge 


run. That's the only 
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time we really got separated. 


Q. What happened after the north tower came 
down, what did you wind up doing? 


A. Like I said we ran up north. I got just past 


the beginning of the phone company building when the 


dust cloud came. I went up there, we cleaned our faces 


up a little bit, got some of the concrete out from us. 
Cleaned ourselves up a little bit. I wound up finding 


Danny Murphy. Everyone got separated. It was just 


bunker gear running everywhere. Once Danny saw me, he 


grabbed me. He is like let's go. So we walked right 


back down calling for Lieutenant Halloran. 


There was guys coming up around us. We were 
asking like yes, we saw him back there. So we thought 
he was -- 

QO. Okay. 
A. Standing out on the West Side Highway. But 


we went down and then once you were actually down, no, 


I haven't seen him, I haven't seen him. We looked for 


q 


about an hour. That's when we finally went back to the 


fire house to call our families and say listen, we are 


all right, this and that. 


Q. How did you get back to the fire house? 


A. We walked. We all gathered what tools we had 
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here and we walked back down and then the recovery had 
been started. Like you said I don't know what it was 
on the 23 floor. But definitely it wasn't the tower 
going down. The only thing I heard on the radio -- I 
heard lots of Maydays going up. Guys having chest 
pains on like 10, 11th floors. 

QO. You can't climb with bunker gear, I couldn't 
do it. I'm surprised you guys. 19 floors you said 


before you stopped. I couldn't do more than 5 floors. 


You are young -- but a lot of guys -- 
A. The only thing that saved you, with everyone 
coming down, you had to stop at every half landing, so 


you only did it half a floor at a time. By the time we 


hit the 19th, we were -- 


Q. Yes. How long do you think it would have 


taken you to get to the 80th floor if you had gone to 


the 80th floor? 
A. I'm guessing probably 4 hours, 3 and a half. 


It took us just about an hour, maybe a little over an 


hour, to get to the 30th. 


Q. The Engine companies that you saw were they 
carrying rollups up? 


A. I think that's what saved us actually, 


because the Captain from Engine 7 was an older 
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gentleman. He knew that they would need an extra roll 


up so he grabbed one. He was hurting, we stopped, we 


always stayed with him. We never left him. Every time 


-- he lasted as long as us, I'm surprised, because w 


were all ready to stop every time we did. The stops 
were getting more frequent. We stopped on the 19, then 
we stopped on the 23. Then we stopped on the 30th. We 
probably would have stopped every nine, 10 floors after 
that. 


QO. You have to do that. You had to do that or 


you would have a heart attack. 


A. Thank god the air conditioner was still 
working. On the 30th floor is when the electricity 
went off. The lights went out and then the fire alarm 
systems started going off. The only thing on there was 
strobes. 

Q. Could you s then? Were ther mergency 


lights in the stairway? 
A. No, actually the staircases's emergency 


lights weren't on. 


Q. So what were you doing? 
A. One of the night guys had flashlights. 
Q. You had your flashlights? 


A. Yes, but I think the floors that were already 


18 
J. CURRAN 


passed, I think people chopped the doors open so light 


coming in from the windows. It wasn't light, but it 
was still I guess enough guys with flashlights and 


whatever, you could see. What's weird is the smoke 


condition on the floors actually got worse on about the 


22 floor. John Tierney actually asked me, he is in my 
class, he recognized me right away. He is like you 

want some air from my mask, because I left mine on the 
30th. I told him no, in case you need it keep it, and 


he didn't make it. He was two guys behind me on the 


stairs and he didn't make it. 
I think me and Sal were pretty much the last 


two out of the building before it came down. I think 


the guys behind us, I think they all ran west or south. 


QO. That wasn't good. 
A. No. If you ran north you were unscathed. I 
think Sal ran like northwest. He got knocked down and 


thrown I think like 20, 30 feet. Stuff was laying on 


him. He was actually laying on the ground next toa 


Chief. He forget his name. The guy said his name. He 


was like oh, it's good to not be alone at this time. 


They couldn't see each other, couldn't know anything 


that he got burnt on the back of his neck. Came out of 


the clouds and the paramedics grabbed him, ripped his 
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coat off. They hosed him down and took him straight 
uptown, I guess Columbia Presbyterian, whatever it was, 
all the way uptown. 

But I ran directly north. A lot of guys ran 


west. A lot of guys that never operated down there, 


whatever, I had a phone company job before the Fir 


Department that my office was down over in that area. 


So I knew -- I would rather run up the West Side 


Highway where there were no interruptions, pavement, as 
far as I could run, then jump over a middle island. 


Then who knows what you are going to run into. 


Q. Right. 
A. But I know a lot of guys ran west. A friend 
of mine in 207 Engine did that. He got picked up, he 


rode the cloud like 70 feet, till he hit a chain link 
fence. 


QO. No kidding. 


A. All he saw was a square. We was what if 


this didn't turn out to be a fence. 


QO. Is he all right? 
A. He broke his thumb. He actually, when tower 
on when tower two went down, and got buried in 


rubble and him and a guy dug themselves out and then 


tower one came down on him and tossed him again. So he 
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is still a little out there. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


is all 


He's a lucky guy. 
Very lucky, lucky twice over. 


q 


[Wice over, right. 


q 


That's basically -- everything besides that 


jumbled up who I saw. The only reason I 


remember 28 Engine is because I think it was every half 


landing, the companies would scream 28, I'm here. I'm 


here, all right, all right. Then you got to the next 


floor, 


28, there was a guy Wade, I think his name is, 


from 33, that was with us the whole way down. Just a 


whole mix up of all different companies. 


Q. 


When you got back to the fire house you never 


went back that day? What time did you get back to the 


fire house? 


A. 


Back to the fire house, I'm guessing, 


probably 11:30 in the morning. Maybe 11:30, 12 


o'clock. 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 


A. 


hours, 


q 


The next morning? 


That afternoon. The building collapsed at -- 
9:30, 10, 10 o'clock? 
We were down there for a couple of more 


down there until about 12, 12:30, came back and 


then we went back down that night. I didn't go home 
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until Thursday morning. 


Q. Thursday morning. 

A. We would do like 6 hours down there and then 
we would man the rig for whatever hours. I was pretty 
much down there in the area for three days. I don't 


know how many loads of laundry I did because everything 


would be itching like crazy every time you came back. 


All that is like a whole blur to me, because afterwards 


I was in shock. I don't know if I was in shock or 


couldn't believe that I lived or not or what. I just 
know we dug for like 6 hours a day and manned the rig 


for the other hours. 


Q. Did you find any firemen when you were 
digging? 

A. No, we were always sent to spots where we 
never found anyone. Although that spot right after we 


left is when they got deep enough, they wound up 


finding one or two guys here and there. Then they 


brought in the ABC platoon thing. I just did the 24 


on, 24. o£ aa 
ME cut cnant Donahue got me 


detailed to 18 Engine. They took the squad out of 


service. I worked there for by a week, at 20 truck's 


quarters. No more fire duty. Then after that, I went 
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back to regular chart. 
QO. Is that it? 


A. Yes, that's basically it. 


BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: It's 12:55 hours. 


This concludes the interview, I thank Firefighter 


Curran for the interview. That's the end. 


